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Bord na Gaidhlig a’ fastadh Ceannard ur

Dh’fhoillsich Bord na Gaidhlig an naidheachd an-diugh gur i Seona Niclllinnein an Ceannard
ur aig Bord na Gaidhlig, agus toisichidh i san dreuchd air 6 Ogmhios 2016.

’S ann a Drochaid an Aonachain a tha a’ Bh-uas Niclllinnein bho thus, agus tha i a’ tighinn
chun a’ Bhuird le corr is 20 bliadhna de dh’edlas air leasachadh ghnothachasan air a’
Ghaidhealtachd agus sna h-Eileanan. ’S e Gaidhlig ionnsachadh a rinn i agus chaidh i gu
Oilthigh Dhun Eideann, agus tha i an-drasta ag obair mar Stiuiriche Leasachadh Buidhne is
Gnothachais aig Sabhal Mor Ostaig. Tha i air a bhith an sas ann an grunn mor iomairtean is
leasachaidhean Gaidhlig, agus mar phairt dhe sin tha i air obair do dhiofar bhuidhnean
Gaidhlig. Tha eolas domhainn aig a’ Bh-uas Niclllinnein air riaghladh agus planadh ro-
innleachdail agus tha eolas math aice air obair leasachaidh ann an coimhearsnachdan.

Thuirt Cathraiche Bhord na Gaidhlig, Ailean Domhnallach, agus e a’ cur failte air an
naidheachd: “Tha sinn a’ cur failte mhor air Seona gu Bord na Gaidhlig agus tha sinn a’
guidhe gach soirbheas dhi. Tha sinn fortanach gu bheil i a’ tighinn thugainn le pailteas eolais
air an Roinn Phoblaich, leithid eodlas air riaghladh, planadh ro-innleachdail agus
leasachaidhean is leudachadh aig ire na coimhearsnachd. Cuideachd, tha i air a bhith na
stiviriche neo-dhreuchdail aig Puirt-adhair na Gaidhealtachd agus nan Eilean Earranta,
Grampian TBh agus OGE Earranta. Tha Seona a’ toiseachadh san dreuchd aig an aon am
agus a tha sinn a’ cur failte air Buill Ura air a’ Bhord agus nuair a tha sinn a’ gabhail nan ciad
cheumannan gus an ath Phlana Canain Naiseanta Gaidhlig ullachadh, plana a stitireas ar n-
obair thar an ath choig bliadhna, mar sin bidh na sgilean sonraichte a th’ aice air leth
feumail.”
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Thuirt a’ Bh-uas Niclllinnein: “Tha mi a’ coimhead air adhart gu mor ri bhith toiseachadh san
dreuchd Uir seo. ’S e am gu math dochasach agus inntinneach a tha seo do dhaoine a tha an
sas ann an adhartachadh na Gaidhlig, am nuair a tha fas nach beag ri fhaicinn ann am
foghlam na Gaidhlig, agus nuair a tha buaidh na Gaidhlig san eaconamaidh agus ann am
beatha dhaoine a’ sior fhas follaiseach. Bidh e mar phriomhachas dhomh deanamh
cinnteach gun teid fios mun sin a sgaoileadh air feadh na duthcha.

“Tha aite fior chudromach aig Bord na Gaidhlig ann a bhith toirt air adhart agus a’
neartachadh na Gaidhlig ann an Alba, agus tha mi a’ coimhead air adhart ri bhith ag obair
comhla ris @’ Bhord agus an luchd-obrach sna miosan is bliadhnaichean ri thighinn.”

Chuir am Ministear airson Cananan na h-Alba, an Dr Alasdair Allan BPA, failte air an
naidheachd: “Bu toigh leam failte a chur air Seona agus i gu bhith tdiseachadh mar
Cheannard ur Bhord na Gaidhlig. An-uiridh, airson a’ chiad uair riamh, chaidh barrachd
bhoireannaich na fireannaich a chur an dreuchd mar Bhuill ura air Buird nam buidhnean
poblach air a bheil riaghladh. Bha 54% de na Buill Ura nam boireannaich. Tha mi ro thoilichte
gu bheil boireannach gu bhith na Ceannard air Bord na Gaidhlig airson a’ chiad uair.

“Tha a’ bhuidheann air a bhith ann an suidheachadh eadar-amail agus bheir Seona
seasmhachd agus spionnadh don Bhord aig am a tha gu bhith trang agus far am bi aig a’
bhuidhinn ri torr a choileanadh. Bidh obair ri dhéanamh a thaobh priomh raointean
ughdarrais a’ Bhuird mar an Stitireadh airson Foghlam Gaidhlig agus a’ toirt a’ Phlana
Canain Naiseanta Ghaidhlig Gir gu buil. Bu toigh leam an cothrom a ghabhail taing a thoirt
do Bhrus Robasdan airson na h-obrach a tha e air a dheanamh mar Cheannard Eadar-amail.”

DEIREADH

Airson tuilleadh fiosrachaidh mun bhrath-naidheachd seo, cuiribh fios gu Steven
Maciomhair, am Manaidsear Corporra is Conaltraidh aig Bord na Gaidhlig, aig
steven@gaidhlig.org.uk no air 07595763071.
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FIOSRACHADH DO LUCHD-DEASACHAIDH

Cha téid an corr fiosrachaidh a thoirt do na meadhanan mun naidheachd seo mun
Cheannard ur gu as deéidh laithean-saora na Caisge nuair a chuireas Bord na Gaidhlig
coinneamh air doigh do na meadhanan.

Leanaidh Brus Robasdan OBE air na dhreuchd mar Cheannard Eadar-amail, dreuchd
san do thoisich e san Fhaoilleach 2016, gus an toisich a’ Bh-uas Nicllllnnein san
Ogmbios.
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For Immediate Release

23/03/2016

Bord na Gaidhlig appoints new Ceannard (CEO)

Bord na Gaidhlig, today announced the appointment of Shona MaclLennan as its new
Ceannard (CEO) who will take up post on 6 June 2016.

Ms MacLennan, originally from Spean Bridge, brings to the Bord over 20 years experience in
the development of business within the Highlands and Islands. She is a Gaelic learner of
Edinburgh University and is currently working with Sabhal Mor Ostaig as Director of
Business and Organisational Development. She has been involved in a wide range of Gaelic
initiatives and developments, including working for various Gaelic organisations. Ms.
MacLennan has extensive governance and strategic planning experience as well as a sound
knowledge of community development.

Welcoming the appointment, Bord na Gaidhlig Cathraiche (Chair), Allan MacDonald said:
“We very much welcome Shona to Bord na Gaidhlig and wish her all the best. We are
fortunate that she brings with her a wealth of experience in the Public Sector including
governance, strategic planning and community development and growth. She has also
served as a non-executive director of Highlands & Islands Airports Ltd, Grampian TV and UHI
Ltd. The appointment comes just as we have welcomed new Board Members and just as we
take the initial steps in preparing the next National Gaelic Language Plan which will take us
through the next 5 years so her specific skills will be put to good use.”

Ms. MacLennan added: “I relish the prospect of this new role. This is a very exciting time to
be involved in the development of the Gaelic language with the significant growth of Gaelic
education, positive economic & social impact and it will be a priority for me to make sure
this message is circulated across the nation.

“Bord na Gaidhlig has a vital role to play in enhancing and strengthening the Gaelic language
in Scotland and | look forward to working with the the Board and its staff in the coming
months and years.”
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Also welcoming the appointment, Dr. Alasdair Allan, Minister for Scotland's Languages, said:
"I'd like to welcome Shona to her new role as Chief Executive of Bord na Gaidhlig. Last year,
for the first time, more women than men were appointed to the boards of regulated public
bodies, with 54 per cent of all appointees being female. I'm delighted to see the
appointment of the first female Chief Executive of Bord na Gaidhlig.

"The organisation has had a transitional period and she will bring stability and drive to the
Bord as it enters another busy and demanding period with the development of keys areas of
work including the Gaelic education Guidance and delivery of the new National Language
Plan for Gaelic. I'd like to take this opportunity to thank Bruce Robertson for his work as
Interim CEQ"

ENDS

For more information about the content of this press release, contact Steven Maclver,
Corporate and Communications Manager at Bord na Gaidhlig, by e-
mailing steven@gaidhlig.org.uk or by phoning 07595763071.

NOTES TO THE EDITOR
e No further statement will be made to media on this appointment until following the
Easter holidays when Bord na Gaidhlig will organise a press-call.
e Bruce Robertson OBE, who was appointment as Interim CEO in January 2016, will
continue in the role until Ms MaclLennan takes up her post in June.
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