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PHROISEACT EILEANAN NA H-ALBA

08 An t-luchar 2010

MAOINEACHADH DO PHROISEACT EILEANAN NA H-ALBA Coimhearsnachdan eileanach gu
bhith a' foillseachadh an cultair araidh ann an 2011.

Tha eileanan na h-Alba air togail luach £820,000 fhaighinn airson iomairt Ur ann an 2011.
Bheir seo piobrachadh air leasachadh an eaconamaidh, talaidhear luchd-turais agus
neartaichear ceanglaichean eadar na h-eileanan agus tir-mor.

Cumaidh Maoin Leasachaidh Roinnean na h-Edrpa (ERDF) taic ri proiseact a steidhich sia
ughdarrasan ionadail, sa bheil coimhearsnachdan eileanach Albannach fo an sgeéith. Le sin
theid cultar nan eilean a thoirt fa chomhair muinntir tir-mor agus sluagh thall thairis.

Thuirt Ministear a' Chultair, Fiona Hyslop, is i a' bruidhinn re turas an-diugh sna h-Eileanan
Siar:

"Tha mi ro thoilichte gun d' fhuair sinn maoin-airgid Eorpach gus na h-eileanan 's an
dualchas a chomharrachadh 's a chur fa chomhair a' mhor-shluaigh. Bheir an iomairt seo
comas nach beag air tar-thorachadh bheachdan eadar coimhearsnachdan eileanach, air tir-
mor agus air feadh an t-saoghail.

"Tha duil againn gun gabh eileanan na h-Alba uile pairt san iomairt, ge b' e air bith dé cho
beag 's a tha an aireamh-sluaigh, agus cuideachd, gun taisbean ionadan air tir-mor ceol is
cultar, ealain traidiseanta is nuadh-ealain nan eilean, agus gun cuir iad am follais an
arainneachd araidh is maise nadair.

"Mar a bhios am fortan an dan, leanaidh proiseact Eileanan na h-Alba gus an Giblean 2012,
a' ruith an luib bliadhna dileab Alba Chruthachail, agus a' comharrachadh cultar suaicheanta
ar n-eilean an cois cultar na duthcha air fad."

Thuirt Ailig MacDhomhnaill, Neach-gairm Combhairle nan Eilean Siar:

"'S e togail miorbhaileach a tha seo dhan phroiseact a bhios na mhor-thaisbeanadh air cultar
is dualchas Eileanan na h-Alba. Leis gum bi an tachartas a' ruith a-steach dhan Earrach 2012,
bidh fit 's barrachd uine aig daoine gus Eileanan araidh na h-Alba a mhealtainn."

Cul-fhiosrachadh
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Bidh Comhairle nan Eilean Siar a' co-ordanachadh a' phroiseact com-pairteachaidh, a gheibh
suim luach #1.822 millean de mhaoin-airgid bho chaochladh chom-pairtichean na roinne
poblaich. A thuilleadh air ERDF, tha proiseact Eileanan na h-Alba 2011 ga mhaoineachadh le
sia ughdarrasan ionadail: Earra-Ghaidheal is Boid; Comhairle na Gaidhealtachd; Siorrachd Air
a Tuath; Arcaibh; Sealtainn; na h-Eileanan Siar (suim luach £302,000); lomairt na
Gaidhealtachd 's nan Eilean (£200,000); EventScotland (£100,000); Awards for All
(£400,000).

Fios gu
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FUNDING FOR SCOTLAND'S ISLANDS PROJECT

08 July 2010

Scotland's islands have received a boost of £820,000 for a new initiative in 2011 that will
encourage economic development, attract visitors and strengthen links between the islands
and the mainland.

European Regional Development Funding (ERDF) will support a project devised by the six
local authorities in Scotland that encompass island communities to promote island culture
to mainland audiences and further afield.

Speaking during a visit to the Western Isles today, Culture Minister Fiona Hyslop said: "l am
delighted we have been successful in attracting European funding to promote and celebrate
the islands and their indigenous assets to a wider audience. This initiative offers great
potential for cross-fertilisation of ideas between island communities, those on the mainland
and internationally.

"The intention is for all of Scotland's islands, however small their population, to take part in
the initiative and for events and exhibitions also to be held in mainland venues to feature
the traditional and contemporary art, music and culture of the islands and promote their
unique environment and natural beauty.

"By happy coincidence, the Scotland's Islands project will continue until April 2012,
overlapping with the legacy year of Creative Scotland, and celebrating the distinctive culture
of our islands within a national context."

Alex MacDonald, Convener of Comhairle nan Eilean Siar, said: "This is a tremendous boost
for this project which will be a major celebration of the culture and heritage of Scotland's
Islands. With the extension of the event into Spring 2012 there will be even more time for
people to enjoy Scotland's unique and very special Islands."

Background Western Isles Council - Comhairle nan Eilean Siar - is co-ordinator of the
partnership project, which will receive a total of £1.822 million in funding from a variety of
public sector partners. In addition to ERDF, the Scotland Islands 2011 project is also funded
by six local authorities: Argyll and Bute; Highland; North Ayrshire; Orkney; Shetland;
Western Isles (a total of £302,000); Highlands and Islands Enterprise (£200,000); and
supported by EventScotland (£100,000); and Awards for All (£400,000).
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Scotland's Islands 2011 is a major initiative built around a programme of cultural events,
with the principal purposes of raising the profile of the islands to bolster economic and
community development, attracting new visitors, and strengthening links between the
islands and mainland cultural organisations. The intention is for all of the islands, however
small their population, to participate in the programme, and for events and exhibitions also
to be held at key mainland venues to feature the traditional and contemporary art, music
and culture of the islands, together with showcasing its distinctive produce. For more
information contact Joe Macphee, Comhairle nan Eilean Siar on 01851 709594

or www.scotlandsislands.com

The Minister also awarded the first ever Gaelic Business of the Year award to Co-Chomunn
na Pairc. The "Gaelic Business of the Year Award" was established this year to encourage
businesses to use Gaelic in the workplace. The competition is administered by Comunn na
Gaidhlig and funded by Highlands and Islands Enterprise. For more information please
contact: Calum lain MacLeodid on 07833 350775 or calumiain@cnag.org.uk

Contact Julie MacBeath: 0131 244 3177 / 07810 507016 St Andrew's House, Regent Road,
Edinburgh EH1 3DG www.scotland.gov.uk
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